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by Linda Tenney

What if … 
there Was a  
neW opportunity 
in toWn? 
by Linda Tenney

I tend to look at opportunities from a business 
perspective but, frankly, I’m compelled to 

look at this at particular opportunity from both 
sides...business and personal.

You’ve probably heard the news that Vancouver 
Island University’s Centre for Shellfish 
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Debbie Shore, instructor 
for the Culinary Arts 

program at Vancouver 
Island University and 
Brian Kingzett, Field 

Station Manager of the 
Centre for Shellfish 
Research serve up 

fresh local oysters at the 
Deep Bay Yacht Club 

following a special tour 
of the new research 

facility for members of 
the Lighthouse Country 
Business Association.
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Research is opening soon near you...in Deep Bay to be precise, and 
in October to be even more precise.

On a recent tour of the facility, members of the Lighthouse Country 
Business Association learned that the new facility will bring 
people to town from all walks of life. Students, foreign dignitaries, 
government officials, event participants and, of course, the curious.

The business opportunity?

It would seem to me that each one of these visitors will bring with 
them a suitcase stuffed full of personal and business needs.

Consider this...

• First and foremost, they’ll need a place to stay 
• A place to eat 
• Somewhere to launder their clothes 
• Somewhere to be entertained 
• Somewhere to buy groceries 
• Somewhere to experience cultural arts 
• Somewhere to use the internet 
• Somewhere to satisfy their literary interests 
• Somehere to copy their notes and presentations, or fax a document.
• Somewhere to sit quietly and contemplate what a wonderful time 

they’re having in Lighthouse Country. 
• Somewhere to eat ice cream 
• Somewhere to grab a quick burger 
• Somewhere to find a map to the nearest trail or beach 
• Somewhere to buy a new dress 
• Somewhere to rent a movie 
• Somewhere to use an ATM

It’s easy to figure out where I’m going with this. With business 
opportunities landing smack dab in our laps, it presents some pretty 
exciting prospects for an entrepreneurial mind.

Although some of the services noted above already exist, some of 
them don’t.  Could a business opportunity exist for you?

VIU has begun developing a relationship with the community, and 
in recent talks with Brian Kingzett Field Station Manager for the 
project, Sharon Waugh, co-Publisher of The Beacon and Betsy Poel, 
President of the Lighthouse Country Business Association opened 
the door for local business and the community to imagine what 
opportunities VIU’s presence in Deep Bay might offer .

“It’s an important time to bridge the gap between what’s needed and 
what’s available within the community...or what could be available,” 
says Sharon. “There’s a world of opportunity for us.”

And as far as personal opportunities go...let’s just consider for a 
moment the fabulous culinary courses that are going to be offered, 
and the educational seminars that will be made available. The 
facility will be a unique tour for out of towners, and an incredible 
opportunity for us to learn about the biodiversity of an aquatic world 
right in our own backyard.

I’m excited about the prospects! I hope you are too. ~
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